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Origins

34 people signed the By-Laws of the Rhythm Bones Society
(RBS), organized on the back porch of the home of the late Russ
Myers and his wife Wilma on September 23, 1999.

RBS is an organization whose purpose is “to preserve, educate,
communicate and foster development of rhythm bones sounds

and music.”

We are a non-profit IRS 501(c)(3) society.



Origins

Dr. Fred Edmunds
Rhythm Bones Society Grandfather

The man who might be called the
grandfather of RBS, Dr. Fred Edmund,
maker and seller of rhythm bones and

creator of a great instructional video.




Origins

Everett Cowett
RBS Father

A rhythm bones festival was the vision of the father of the
RBS, Everett Cowett.
Urged on by the afore-mentioned Dr. Fred Edmonds, Ev organized

the first annual Bones Fest in 1997.
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Origins

Martha Cowett

First Webmaster

What to give a father who doesn’'t want anything?
For Martha Cowett, on December 4, 1998, it was
the Rhythm Bones Central website!
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Origins

Steve Wixson

Champion of the Rhythm Bones Player*

The man who has kept the show on the road for all
these years, creating and maintaining an outstanding
treasure of information about rhythm bones and the
eclectic cast of characters who love them!

* The Rhythm Bones Journal is held in the Library of Congress




Origins

The New England Folk Festival (NEFFA)
has welcomed rhythm bones players for
more than 30 years! The venerable Steve
Brown has frequently featured, and many
more RBS members have also performed
and taught there including Percy Danforth,
John “Mr Bones of Boston” Burrill, Johnny
Muise, Everett Cowett, Russ Myers, Shorty
Boulet, Ernie Duffy, Sky Bartlett, Jonathan
Danforth, Skeff Flynn, Ari Urlbaum, Tim
Riley, Bruno Giles, Adam Klein, Jeremy
Brown, Kule Forstoff and Tom Welden.

Steve Brown at NEFFA
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Percy Danforth

A legend.

A rhythm bones artist.

A teacher.

A maker.

Credited with keeping the art and
craft of rhythm bones alive in the
latter part of the last century.
Thank you, Percy.




People of note

Freeman ‘Brother Bones’ Davis

1950’s recording artists

Ted ‘Mr Goon Bones’ Goon
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Aaron Plunkett

Played bones in the

Leonardo Di Caprio

movie “Titanic”

Dom Flemons

formerlyof 1€ Carolina Chocolate Drops

Barry Patton

Winner of the 25th
Fleadh by the Feale,

Abbeyfeale Ireland
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The Mescher Trio

4
Ocrps
Paddy “Sport” Murphy Sharon Mescher, Jerry Mescher

Joe Birlteaching
Abbeyfeale, Ireland

at Bones Fest VI

and Bernie Worrell
P

i |

y Jerry & Bernie
flying the flag!

Joe Birl’s
patented Bakelite

rhythm bones
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Master of
tones




People of note — RBS awards

Ted Goon - Honorary Member - 2001
Russ Myers - Fellow - 2002
Paddy ‘Sport’ Murphy - Special Recognition - 2004

Meritorious Service

Everett Cowett - August 2002
Martha Cowett - August 2002
Steve Wixson - August 2002
Steve Brown - July 2003
Joe Birl - August 2004
Mel Mercier - August 2004
Al Cowett - 20006

Dan Cowett - 20006

Mary Lee Sweet - August 2016

Community Enrichment
Mitchell Boss — August 2016
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Ev Cowett Gil Hibben
Russ Myers Skeffington Flynn
Mel Mercier Dennis Riediesel
Steve Wixson Bill Vits
Steve Brown Sharon Mescher
Jerry Mescher Tim Reilly
Sally Carroll Kenny Wolin
Jonathan Danforth Dean Robinson

Sky Bartlett Tom Connolly
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Ev Cowett
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Russ Myers
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Mel Mercier
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Steve Wixson
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Steve Brown
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Sharon Mescher
Jerry Mescher
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Sally Carroll
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Jonathan Danforth
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Sky Bartlett
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Gil Hibben
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Skeffington Flynn
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Dennis Riediesel
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Bill Vits
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Tim Reilly
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Dean Robinson
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We remember those who have graced us with their presence in the Rhythm Bones Society and we

dedicate this presentation to them with love and gratitude.

Joe Birl

Shorty Boulet
Dave Boyles
John Cahill
Vivian Cox

Dan Cowett
Everett Cowett
John Davis
Nicholas Driver
Paul Duhon
Dan Dwyer

Dr. Fred Edmunds
Norris Frazier

Guy Gillette
Mel Harvey
Carl Hedrick
Ann Hoffman
William Kear
Yirdy Machar
Matteo

Jean Mehaffey
Jerry Mescher
Russ Myers
John Perona
Tom Raisbeck
William Rexroad

Paddy ‘Sport’ Murphy
Jim Steakley

Walt Watkins

Cliff Wood

Bill Vits

Jeremy Brown

Bernie Worrell
Tommy Cowett
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Bones Fest IV Chattanooga, TN

September 22" to 24™" , 2000

Bones Fest IV

Chattanooga, TN

September 22 - 24, 2000
The first full weekend Bones Fest!

SHEPHERDSTDWN wy

3 AUGUST 6-9 2015

June 7-10, 2018
Lincoln, New Hampshire

Ev Cowett & Family
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Bones Fest IV
Chattanooga, TN

September 22 - 24, 2000
The first full weekend Bones Fest!
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Bones Fest XXIV

July 26th, 2020

Program Overview

Time (EDT) Time (UTC) | Description Moderator Room
9:00 AM 13:00 Opening Session Steve Brown Main
9:30 AM 13:30 Individual Introductions |Steve Brown Main

1:00 PM 17:00 Beginner Workshop Steve Brown Bone
1:00 PM 17:00 | Intermediate Workshop | Tommy Hayes Main
1:00 PM 17:00 Advanced Workshop Kenny Wolin Rhythm
2:00 PM 18:00 Rhythm Bones Around Jonathan Danforth | Main
the World and History
2:00 PM 18:00 Teaching Techniques Mardeen Gordon Bone
2:00 PM 18:00 Tips and Techniques Steve Brown Rhythm
3:00 PM 19:00 Applying Rhythm Bones | Bill Vits Main
to the Drumset
3:00 PM 19:00 | Contest Judging Steve Brown Bone
3:00 PM 19:00 | More Tips and Tech- TBD Rhythm
niques
4:00 PM 20:00 | Virtual Pass-Off Skeff Flynn Main
5:00 PM 21:00 Membership Meeting Steve Brown Main
5:30 PM 21:30 [ Cocktail Party TBD Main
6:00 PM 22:00 Show Performances Steve Brown Main

The Whole Wide World!
A Virtual Bonefest!
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« % Bones Fest XXIV The Whole Wide World!
May 2"dto 5%, 2020
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Bones Fest XXV

July24t, 2021

The Second Virtual Bonefest
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2 Bones Fest XXV The Second Virtual Bonefest
July24th, 2021
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Bones Fest XXVI

August 6™ and 7t", 2022

Welcome to
Bones Fest XXVI
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% Bones Fest XXV

August 6™ and 7t", 2022

August 6, 2022

Alexandria, VA

August 71, 2022

Tommy Cowett

Welcome to

Bones Fest XXVI

Welcome to Bones Fest XXVI

In-Person Highlights

]
J
J
BFXXVI was a small }
In-Person event on I
August 6, 2022 and a !
Virtual event the next day :
|

|

|

|

|

|

The In-Person Fest was
hosted by Kenny and Teri

Wolin, and was an informal

get together in their home
and backyard.

AUGUST'S, 2022 -

HUST RE?EHWD RETTIM BOSES PLITER
COWRIBS  goongshuw RHYTHM eseom
e TAPAUGUST 7, 2022

SHIN BONE SIRiAHG AROUND THE wnﬂw

TWO-HANDED
L nmeAP CONTESTS

-PERS“N WOODBRIDGE WE WANT HBRElm
BUNES FEST XXV D0LE ygrua s

E@tém Bowes Society



&M 3
‘}i

S
OCIEQA,

_GE
L N
o
ga

Bones Fest XXVII Campton, NH

September 7" to 10, 2023
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Bones Fest XXVII

September 7" to 10, 2023

Campton, NH
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Bones Fest XXVIII Clarkesdale, MS

May 2"9to 5, 2024
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We hope you enjoyed the show!
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